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06.  How Many Fish?
Told by: Turbo the Zebra Danio

"I already checked! The maths is simple! More fish means more 
breathing, more waste, more ammonia, more load on the filter, faster 
oxygen drop, and a shorter window before everything goes wrong! I 
checked this! I checked it twice! I checked it before anyone asked!" — 
Turbo, who had genuinely already checked

More fish means more of everything: more oxygen consumed, more 
waste produced, more demand on the filter. A tank that is too crowded 
will cycle through trouble faster than any filter can keep up with.

There is no single rule for exactly how many fish fit in a tank — it 
depends on the species, their size, how active they are, and how good 
the filtration is. Small, calm fish in a well-filtered tank can be kept at 
higher density than large, active fish in a basic setup.

The key question is: does the system support the load? A filter that is big 
enough, aeration that is strong enough, and water changes that happen 
regularly enough.

When in doubt, fewer fish and better conditions will always produce 
healthier, happier fish than more fish and struggling water.

⚠  A crowded tank is not just uncomfortable for the fish — it is 
dangerous. More fish = more waste = faster water quality problems.

Yechiel's Rule:  When the tank looks full, it probably is. A healthy few 
fish always beats an overcrowded many.
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